
What is pupil premium? 

Pupil Premium is additional funding provided to address the underlying inequalities 
between children eligible for free school meals (FSM) and their peers. 

It is for schools to decide how to allocate this funding as they are best placed to assess 
where it will have the most impact. Schools will be held accountable for how they have used 
the additional funding to support pupils in receipt of FSM. 

New measures will be included in the performance tables that will indicate the achievement 
of those pupils covered by the Pupil Premium funding. 

Schools are required to show on their websites how the Pupil Premium is being used to 
narrow the achievement gap and to ensure that pupils at risk of underachieving are 
identified early, and support and intervention is put in place. This is particularly the case for 
those that are on FSM or are Looked After Children (LAC). 

 

Who is eligible for pupil premium funding? 

The Pupil Premium funding is allocated to children from low-income families who are 
currently known to be eligible for FSM in both mainstream and non-mainstream settings, 
and for Looked After Children (where this has been continuous for more than 6 months). 

In 2013-14 eligibility for the Pupil Premium was extended to pupils who have been eligible 
for free school meals (FSM) at any point in the last six years. 

It is important that families who are eligible inform school so that the additional funding can 
be accessed. The level of funding in 2015-2016 is £1320 per pupil (£1900 for looked after 
children) 

 

St Mary’s Pupil Premium Mission Statement 

We use our Pupil Premium funding to help us to close the gap in attainment between those 
pupils who are less advantaged in terms of national expectations of attainment and 
progress. Pupil premium funding can, in some cases, also be used to support families 
financially with residential trips and off-site learning.  

We have high aspirations and ambitions for our children and we believe that no child should 
be left behind. We are determined to equip our children with the life skills they will need in 
order to realise and fulfil their potential. We are committed to ensuring our Pupil Premium 
funding is spent to maximum effect. 

We know that nationally children from deprived backgrounds underachieve compared to 
their non-deprived peers. We aim to actively breakdown those barriers to enable ALL of our 
children to achieve age related outcomes, regardless of their social and economic status or 
family circumstances. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Pupil Premium Action Plan 2017-18 

 

How much pupil premium funding will St Mary’s Catholic Primary School receive for the 
academic year 2017-18? 

£20,380 

 

What are the main barriers to educational achievement that the disadvantaged children in 
St Mary’s face?  

Cognition and learning Communication and Interaction 

Gaps in learning – alphabet, counting, 
phonics, spelling, reading, fine motor 
development   

Gaps in prior learning – foundations are 
missing 

Lack of automation (e.g. in handwriting) 
Lacks world experience and general 
knowledge 

Limited ability to comprehend (reading)  

Slow processing speed 

Working memory problems 

Slow to start tasks 

Impaired attention and concentration 

Lacks ability to retain 

Reduced creativity 

Lacks ‘thinking’ skills 

Speech sound difficulties  

Social communication difficulties – 
difficulties with starting conversations, 
taking turns, understanding social cues 

Difficulty understanding spoken language  
Unable to form longer spoken sentences  
Weak vocabulary base –unable to categorise 
words 

Difficulties making and maintaining 
friendships 

Physical, Sensory and/ or Medical Emotional/ Social and Mental Health 

Physical difficulty  
Co-ordination problems 
Medical need   
Difficulty with vision 
Difficulty with hearing 

Highly anxious  
Shouts out  
Finds it hard to make a decision 
Frequently in conflict with peers   
Lacks empathy 
Unable to take turns   
Lacks resilience 
Lacks flexibility 
Behaves impulsively 
Easily frustrated 
Loses temper  
Cannot accept praise 
Cannot verbalise feelings  
Does not understand own/ others’ emotions  
Low self-esteem  
Significant sensory need 



 

What is the proposed spend of pupil premium funding to overcome these barriers?  

Action Cost 
Person(s) 

responsible 
Intended outcome(s) Impact 

Targeted 
intervention to 
accelerate 
learning across 
the curriculum 

£16830 All class 
teacher 

SENCo 

SLT 

Disadvantaged pupils 
meet their potential 

Disadvantaged pupils 
make accelerated 
progress, from their 
starting point, in the 
areas of the curriculum 
they require additional 
support 

The gap in attainment 
between disadvantaged 
and non-disadvantaged 
pupils is diminished 

 

New guided 
reading scheme 
and individual 
reading books 

“Project Code” 

£1220 Reading co-
ordinator 

SLT 

Disadvantaged pupils 
further develop their 
love for reading 

Pupils will be able to 
read age appropriate 
texts 

Pupils can find 
information in a text 
and make inferences 

Access to a wider range 
of reading will improve 
writing outcomes  

 

After school 
clubs 

£1000 All Stars Disadvantaged pupils 
will have access to 
’down time’ with peers 
regularly, in a safe 
environment 

 

School trips £1000 Business 
manager 

Disadvantaged pupils 
will have the same 
opportunities for 
learning outside of the 
school setting as their 
peers 

 

Cool milk 

 

£330 Business 
manager 

Disadvantaged pupils 
will have access to a 
healthy diet 

 

 

 

 



How does the pupil premium funding make difference at St Mary’s? 

Academic Enrichment Wellbeing 

Dedicated, discreet 
pupil/teacher learning time.  

Dedicated 1:1 reading time. 
Reading buddies.  

Guided reading scheme Y1-6 
including boy-friendly fiction 
texts. 

Weekly Homework club to 
support pupils who struggle 
to complete learning tasks 
outside of school time. 

Investment in equipment for 
individual needs.   

Additional SATs and 
preparation materials. 

Subsidised trips (including 
residential for Years 5&6) for 
every year group, with visits 
linked to the curriculum.  

Extra-curricular sports, 
including: netball, football, 
athletics, cricket.  

Extra-curricular clubs, 
including: Big Classroom 
blogging, recorder club, 
Minnie Vinnies.  

Responsibilities to contribute 
to the wellbeing of the 
school.  

Our Pupil Voice groups 
include: House Captains; 
School Council; Librarians; 
Play Leaders. 

Rigorous attendance 
monitoring.  

Enhance opportunities to 
take part in activities in 
which they can thrive such as 
within-school clubs. 

Socially speaking – 
communication and 
interaction intervention. 

Open communication with 
parents to forge strong links. 

Daily check-ins to support 
children in a positive start to 
every school day.  

 

How will St Mary’s measure the effect of the pupil premium funding? 

Disadvantaged learners are discussed in depth at half-termly pupil progress meetings held 
with member of the senior leadership team, including the SENCo. 

Data is analysed half-termly to closely monitor progress made by learners in each academic 
year from their baseline starting points. 

The whole school provision map for pupil premium learners is updated termly to reflect 
current strategies employed for these pupils to ensure that their funding is spent as 
required on the pupils who are in receipt of it. 

 

When will this pupil premium strategy be reviewed? 

In July 2018,once all pupils have been assessed thoroughly through a mixture of formative 
and summative assessments, data will be carefully analysed to determine the progress 
made by disadvantaged pupils from their starting points. 

Progress is measured between academic years as well as from previous key stages. Where 
pupils have not made accelerated progress, provision will be discussed with their current 
class teacher in their half-termly pupil progress meeting. Strengths and areas for learning 
development will be negotiated by the end of summer term 2018 in order to plan for an 
effective start to the next academic year in September 2018. 
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How was the pupil premium funding spent in the last academic year? 

St Mary’s was allocated £24, 340 in Pupil Premium in the financial year 2016-2017. Some of 
this funding was allocated in the following ways with the primary aim of ensuring that all 
pupils make good progress and are offered equality of opportunity in all aspects of their 
learning: 

 Homework club during school time (£620) 

 Provide 1-1 and small group tuition in a specific subject area to close the 
achievement gap for identified pupils (£14420) 

 Social interaction workshops (£800) 

 Fine motor skills workshops (£800) 

 Provide financial support to cover Yr5&6 residential (£400) 

 Staff CPD including Child Protection, Autism awareness and Teaching Assistant 
training (£7300) 

 

What effect did the pupil premium funding have on pupils? 

 Pupils not making 
expected progress from 

their starting point 

Pupils making expected 
progress from their 

starting point 

Pupils exceeding expected 
progress from their 

starting point 

Reading 11% 74% 15% 

Writing 37% 52% 11% 

Maths 15% 74% 11% 

 

 


