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 5th February 2018 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
We would like to bring to your attention our commitment to raising the attendance of pupils at St Mary’s Catholic Primary 
School. In 2015 the Department for Education (DfE) set the threshold for ‘persistent absence’ to 90% in one school year. This 
means that any child who is absent for 10% or more of lessons for whatever reason is classed as persistently absent and this 
data is collected by School for the Academy Council, Ofsted and DfE. 
 
To put this into perspective, 90% represents 1 day off per fortnight and 80% 1 day off per week and 1 month off per school year. 
We do understand and are extremely supportive of our families for genuine reasons for absence: 
 

• If your child is ill they cannot attend school  
• Medical appointments 
• Bereavements 
• Members of the travelling community travelling for work reasons who have informed school in advance 
• Where leave is recommended as part of a parents’ or child’s rehabilitation from medical or emotional 

problems. Evidence must be provided. 
 
Section 444 of the Education Act states that “if a child of compulsory school age, who is a registered pupil at a school, fails to 
attend regularly at the school, the parents are guilty of an offence.”  
 
A Fixed Penalty Notice when requested by North Yorkshire County Council can be issued as long as the following criteria 
apply:  

• At least 10 sessions (equivalent to five school days) of unauthorised absence by the pupil during a period of four 
months.  

• Other than in specific circumstances, the parent will receive a formal warning of the possibility of a Penalty Notice 
being issued and given 15 school days to affect improvement.  

• Within the 15-day period, further unauthorised absence will trigger the issue of a notice without warning.  
• No more than two Penalty Notices will be issued per pupil per academic year.  

 
We need to make you aware that from this February half-term parents will be receive a formal warning of a penalty notice 
possibly being issued by North Yorkshire County Council when there are 10 or more unauthorised absences from school within 
a 4-month period.  
 
A family holiday is not deemed by the school as an exceptional circumstance in accordance with the DfE Guidelines (August 
2013).Please see the school’s attendance policy on our website for further information.  
 
Thank you for your support with this matter.  We all want the very best for our children and while some absences are 
unavoidable, we can work together to maximise good attendance for their benefit. 
 
Yours Sincerely, 
 
H Tomlinson 
 
Head of School 


