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Maths English 
Autumn 1 
 
This term we will focus on joining 
in with counting songs, counting 
up to and back from 10 and then 
20. We will assess children’s 
current understanding and 
ensure that all children can count 
small groups of objects 

accurately.  

 
During the Autumn term our 
class will look at simple patterns 
as well as discussing similarities 
and differences of shapes in the 
environment. We will also begin 
to learn the days of the week… so 
do talk about all these things at 

home with your children too.  

 
We follow the whole-school 
Abacus Programme, which will 
take us systematically through all 
the foundational principles of 
Mathematics, over the course of 
this year.   

 

Autumn 2 
 
This half term we will be looking 
at number pairs to 5 (1+4, 2+3 
etc.)  
We are also constantly revisiting 
our numbers to 20 and will begin 
to look at larger numbers and 
simple calculations.  
 
We will continue to develop their 
confidence in use of number, as 
well as exploringt 2D and 3D 
shapes, length, height and 
capacity and money.  
 
You can help 
your child at 
home by 
talking to 
them about 
shapes in the environment and 
the value of different coins, as 
well as counting objects and 
actions when you are out and 
about. 

Autumn 1 
 
In EYFS we start learning to 
read and write by enjoying 
books and sounds together. 
In a few weeks we will send 
home ‘wordless’ and then 
simple ‘worded’ books; do 
read these regularly together. 
Before half term we start our 
formal Phonics programme, 
focusing on learning the 
letter names and sounds 
(initially the phonemes; s, a, t, 
p, i, n, m, d). We will then 
start to blend words using 
the sounds and will be 
learning some high frequency 
words. Writing develops later 
as children learn to segment 
words and hear constituent 
letters, as well as developing 
the necessary letter 
formation. Children gain 
confidence in writing through 
practising writing their name.  
This is something you can do 
together at home.  

Autumn 2 
 
By now the children should be 
more confident to identify written 
letters when hearing the sound. 
Some children will begin to blend 
and sight-read their tricky words 
and enjoy having a go at reading 
books. Please do read these as 
frequently as you can at home.  
 
We practice writing our letter in 
pre cursive handwriting script. The 
next letters we will be learning to 
read and write are c,k,ck, 
e,u,r,h,b,f,ff,l,ll,ss.  
 
We will develop the skills to read 
and write simple sentences, and all 
children will be 
working 
towards 
writing their 
full name from 
memory. 

C&L / PSED / EAD / Topic 
Autumn 1 
Topic: do you want to be friends?  
This half term, we’ll take a walk around our school to find out about 
the adults who work there and their workspaces, taking photos as we 
go. Back in the classroom, we’ll upload and print our photos to 
compile a ‘Who’s who?’ display of school staff. We’ll talk about 
friendship, being kind and helpful, loneliness, enemies, and the things 
we like. What is our most cherished possession? In our literacy lessons 
we’ll discover new words to describe ourselves, and write sentences 
to compare and contrast each other. In our mathematics lessons, we’ll 
share objects out fairly, and compare hand and foot sizes with our 
friends. Getting creative, we’ll use a gathering drum to tap out 
rhythms together, and paint our palms to make beautiful patterns to 
cut out and hang on a class friendship tree. At the end of the project, 
we’ll talk about someone who helps us at home. We’ll also make and 
bake salt dough hearts to present to a loved one. 

Autumn 2 
Topic: what happens when I fall asleep? 
This half term, we’ll listen carefully to a presentation about the 
patterns of the stars, and ask questions about the universe. 
Snuggling up with comfy cushions and blankets, we’ll listen to 
bedtime stories and nursery rhymes. Zzz... Wide awake once more, 
we’ll learn about people and services that work at night, the Hubble 
Telescope and nocturnal animals. We’ll also find out more about 
how good bedtime routines can have a positive impact on our 
health, and take part in a series of bedtime challenges. Ready, 
steady, brush your teeth! In our mathematics lessons, we’ll play 
with the shape and size of star patterns, and create moons of 
different sizes out of sparkly play dough. Getting creative, we’ll 
make constellations out of battery-operated tea lights, and star 
mobiles out of silver sequins and glittery pompoms. 
 

RE 

Autumn 1 
Our focus in RE this half term is ‘God’s World’. The 
children will learn that God loves and cares for each one 
of us. They will learn about and retell the story of 
creation. Children will be helped to reflect on the 
thought that they are created by God and that each one 

Autumn 2 
Our focus in RE this half term is ‘God’s Family’. The 
children will learn that each person is a very special 
member of God’s family. They will learn about and 
retell the story of the Nativity. Children will be helped 
to reflect on the thought that they and their friends are 



of them is special. This will be linked to our PSED as we learn to respect 
each other.  
  
As part of our ‘Making and Baking’ topic, children will be encouraged 
to be creative themselves with recipes and craft, as we talk about God 
as our creator.   

part of God’s family and that each one of them is special. This will be 
linked to our PSED as we learn to respect each other. 
 
As part of our ‘Celebrating the Light’ topic, children will be 
encouraged to talk about different festivals of light, including 
Diwali, Hanukah and Christmas. We will learn about why the season 
of Advent and Christmas is so special to Christians 

Independence:  
In EYFS we understand that the children require a little help in the 
mornings to get used to the routine of putting coats and book bags 
away and coming to sit on the carpet. However, once your child is 
familiar with the routine, please encourage your child to come into 
school independently and say goodbye at the door.  
 
Snack time 

The children will all be offered a healthy fruit snack 
at school to have at playtime.   
Please provide your child with a named bottle of 
water, which they will be able to access whenever 
they need it. Please also send your child with a 

named outdoor coat, as this will enable them to enjoy outdoor 
activities whatever the weather (we do have a wide selection of 
wellies in school, but you may like to bring these too) 
 
Tapestry Updates: Over the next couple of weeks I will be sending you 
an email to your link to Tapestry (our online learning journal), please 
keep a look out for this in order to activate your account. Once your 
account is activated you will be able to see phots or videos of your 

child exploring and learning in their new environment. Please feel free 
to upload and photos and videos you have or take to show us what 

you do at home; the children love to share their tapestry videos with 
the class! 

 

Physical Development 
 

The In PE, on Thursdays, we shall be practising how to 
get ourselves dressed and learning and exploring 

different ways of moving our bodies using big and small 
movements. Throughout the term there will also be many play-

based activities set up to develop children’s fine and gross motor 
skills, especially working with the correct pincer grip to enable 

pencil control. This is something that you can help your child with at 
home; by doing simple activities like pegging out washing, playing 
with small constructions toys, moulding play-dough, or practicing 

‘writing’. 

Home-Learning: Please read with your child as often as 
you can, little and often is best! Use a combination of 
the school reading books and library / home books that 
they enjoy. We aim to change the books (if read) every 
Wednesday. We keep track of how many times children read, if 
your child has read more than 3 times a week they move along the 
‘reading race track’ we have displayed in school.  
As we begin to follow the ‘Floppy’s Phonics’ programme we will be 
practicing writing the letter shapes as well as learning the sounds, 
we will send home a practice sheet and instructions on how 
effectively to use the sheet to solidify the learning. These sheets are 
an optional home learning task and feel free to use as and when. 
 

Thank you, 
 Miss Taylor  

and Mrs Oultram  

 


