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Maths 
 

During Maths lessons this half term, Year 3 will 
be focusing on:  
 
Place Value - Identifying, representing and 
estimating numbers in different 
contexts. Recognising and using place 
value of 3-digit numbers in 
calculations. 
 
Addition & Subtraction - Calculate using mental 
methods. Use formal written methods. Solve 
problems using number facts and place value 

English 
 

This Half Term our English will link into our Gods 
and Mortals topic. 
 
Using historical source materials, we’ll research 
daily life in ancient Greece. We’ll write diaries as 
Daedalus or Icarus and learn about epic battles. 
 
As well as our writing focused lessons we will 
continue to work on our Grammar, Punctuation 
and Spelling through specifically taught lessons 
and during intervention time. 
 
Within reading lessons we will be practising our 
retrieval skills from last half term. The children 
will also learn to interpret information, 
inferring character’s feelings, thoughts and 
motives. We expect the children to be reading 
regularly at home, as this boosts progress 
alongside the teaching we do at school. 

  
 

   RE 
 
Through RE lessons we will be 
learning about the Christian Family, The 
children will develop their understanding that 
the Church is the family of God and know that 
we join this family when we receive the 
Sacrament of Baptism. They will learn what 
happens at Baptism and learn about the signs 
used and why they are used. They will learn 

Science 
 

This half term we will be learning 
about light and shadows. During 
this topic the children will be: 

Investigating how beams of light travel and how 
they are reflected off of a variety of surfaces. 
Investigating how shadows are formed. 
Observing different coloured light and how it 
creates shadows. The children will also be 



about the promises made by parents and 
godparents at Baptism and develop their 
understanding of the Sacrament of Baptism. 
  
 

planning, carrying out and evaluating 
investigations. 
 

Topic - Gods and Mortals  
 

This half term, we’ll learn about Apollo and the 
other gods who reign from Mount Olympus and 

create a 3-D head of our favourite god or 
goddess. We’ll explore the land of 

Greece, where the sun scorches 
the wings of Icarus and Helen of 
Troy inspires the launch of a 

thousand ships. In PE, we’ll take part in 
athletics and practise synchronised battle 
movements just like the ancient Greeks. In 

D&T, we’ll design wings, just like Daedalus, and 
make Trojan horses. We’ll read Theseus and the 
Minotaur and create amazing labyrinths, using 
positional language to guide others around the 

maze. On maps of Greece, we’ll plot the 
journeys made by ancient Greek characters.  

PE 
 

PE this term will be on a Friday afternoons.   
Children must have the appropriate kit on this 
day.  
 
Please ensure that all PE kit, including trainers 
are named as this makes life a lot easier!  Also, 
please ensure that the children have both 
indoor PE kit and a pair of joggers/jumper to 
wear outside to keep them warm. 
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Maths 
 

This term’s work will extend and develop your child’s 
understanding of place value, fractions, division, 
volume/capacity, mass, money and ‘real life’ problems, 
counting, properties of numbers, understanding + and -
, mental calculation strategies (+ and -), shape and 
space, 2D and 3D shapes, addition and subtraction, 
fractions, position/direction, time, Roman Numerals, 
Reading numbers from scales, handling data, 
measures, including problems. Maths will also be 
integrated into other curriculum areas.  
 

English 

 In writing lessons, we will 

continue to look at sentence 

structure, focusing on simple sentences 

and word classes. Children will become 

confident at using phrases and clauses 

and learn how we make a sentence 

using these grammatical components. 

They will then build on this knowledge 

and use a wider range of adjectives to 

make expanded noun phrases, select 

appropriate verbs and adverbs and play 

with word order to write a variety of 

sentence structures.   

 

RE 
 

Science 



For RE this half term is Mary, Mother of 
God. 
 
The children will learn that God called 

Mary to be the Mother of Jesus and learn how Mary 

responded to God’s call. They will learn the ‘Hail Mary’ 

and begin to understand what the words mean.  

They will learn that Advent is a time to prepare for the 

coming of Jesus at Christmas and begin to understand 

that Christmas is a celebration of the birth of Jesus, the 

Son of God. They will also learn about the stories of the 

shepherds and the wise men’s visit to see the baby 

Jesus. 

 
 
 
 

 Plants – The children will 

be looking at different 

parts of a plant and what 

they are used for. They will 

also be looking at pollination and what 

parts of the flower is used for 

pollination. They will also be looking at 

seed dispersal and investigating the best 

conditions for a plant to grow in. 

‘Topic 
This half term we’ll gather rock samples, find out about 

different types of rocks and sort them according to 

their properties. By carrying out research, we’ll 

investigate the Earth’s layers and the location of 

volcanoes, discovering what causes them to erupt. 

We’ll write powerful poetry inspired by our work on 

volcanoes. Working as archaeologists, we’ll locate 

Mount Vesuvius on a map and find out what it was like 

to live in Pompeii during the eruption. Using our model 

making skills, we’ll build earthquake-proof structures 

and test them out. We’ll also use different modelling 

materials to create a volcano – watch out, it’s going to 

blow! 

PE 
PE sessions will be on a 
Tuesday afternoon so the children must 
have the appropriate kit on this day.  
 
Please ensure that all PE kit, including 
trainers/pumps are named as this makes 
life a lot easier!  Also, please ensure that 
the children have both indoor PE kit and 
a pair of joggers/jumper to wear outside 
to keep them warm. 

Homework 
ALL homework this term will be handed out every 
Friday and collected in every Wednesday.  

Mental Maths Book 
Please complete a page each week and then bring it 
into school on Wednesday to be marked.  

Spellings 
New spellings will be given out fortnightly alongside 
spelling tasks to consolidate the learning we have 
completed in school.  

SPaG 
In the weeks the children do not have spellings to learn 
they will be given a SPaG task to complete. This will 
consolidate their learning from our English lessons. 

Topic Task 
During the Half Term the children will also receive 
some topic based project homework. This will be 

To help your child at home, you could: 
Read with your child and discuss the 
text read in detail.  
e.g. How do you think he felt when he 
opened the present? Why?  
 
· Support with their homework.  
· Practise times tables and related facts 
– Times Table Rock Stars!  
 
These support ALL other aspects of 
maths. They are incredibly important. 
We would like all facts to be accurately 
recalled within 3 seconds! 
 



completed over several weeks linking in with our 
current topic of learning. We will have a designated 
session for the children to share their work with each 
other. 
 
 As part of their homework children are required to 
read for 15 minutes per night. Please can parents or 
carers sign their child’s reading diary to confirm that 
their child has read. Children should place their 
finished books and records in the baskets to be 
changed. Books will be changed on a Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday. 

 
 

 


