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Firstly Happy New Year!  We hope you had a lovely restful holiday and are looking forward 

to the new year ahead.  Many thanks from Mrs Cargill and myself (Mrs Laycock!) for the 

presents we received before the holiday, very kind.  I would also like to introduce Mrs 

Carman, our new teacher who will be working with us on a Monday and Tuesday, I’m sure 

she’ll be doing her best to get to know you all as soon as possible and is looking forward 

to working with us.

Maths     

In mathematics this term, we will be saying the number 

1 or 2 more/less using a number line or 100 square and 

read and write 2 digit numbers, understanding that they 

are made up of tens and ones.  We will revise pairs to 5, 

6, 7 and 10 and doubles to double 6.  We will find 

subtraction facts and solve simple addition and 

subtraction word problems.     

We will develop our understanding of addition by 

learning to put the larger number first and count on 

(numbers up to 100).

We will also work on naming, recognising and knowing 

the properties of 3D shapes.  We’ll sort shapes and will 

order and name the days of the week and months of the 

year.  We’ll also name the seasons.  

We will be working on counting on and back in tens 

from any number and begin to count in 5s and 2s.

English

This half term we will use the book 

‘Lost and Found’ by Oliver Jeffers to explore story 

structure, breaking the story into five parts: opening, 

build up, dilemma, resolution and ending. We then 

move to information and instruction writing. Taking 

inspiration from ‘Lost and Found’ we will learn about 

penguins and the south pole. By exploring non-fiction 

texts, children will learn to pick out relevant facts, to 

structure information writing, to create posters and 

their own non-fiction texts. Next, we’ll look at 

instructions in the form of a recipe, we’ll look at how 

they are set out and the language used. The children will 

get to the follow the recipe to do some baking. We will 

also follow instructions to draw a penguin in art. In 

SPAG (spelling, punctuation and grammar) the children 

will respond to marking by checking work for 

punctuation, spelling and grammar errors and also work 

on sentence structure, extending sentences, nouns, 

plural noun suffixes and high frequency word spellings.
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RE and Mass Dates

Our topic for RE this term is 

Families and Celebrations

Please see separate RE newsletter for more 

information.

The children will take part in Mass with other Key Stage 

One children on Tuesday 16th January.

Science

Our science topic question this term is “Why 

is it colder in Winter?”. Using this question, we will 

investigate the weather across the different seasons 

and carry out some scientific experiments to find out 

more about the weather.  We will think about the types 

of activities you can do in different types of weather and 

our class role play area has been made into a Weather 

Station for the half term.  The children will be able to 

role play presenting a weather forecast.  

Topic

Our topic question this term is ‘Could I get a tan at the 

North Pole?’.  Our Science and Geography topics will be 

very closely linked this half term and we will be finding 

out about the weather in the UK in different seasons.  

We will also be finding out about hot and cold areas of 

the world.  Our topic work will also be closely linked to 

our Literacy topic. 

PE

PE sessions will be on a Monday afternoon so the 

children must have the appropriate kit on this day.  

Please ensure that all PE kit, including trainers/pumps 

are named as this makes life a lot easier!  Also, please 

ensure that the children have both indoor PE kit and a 

pair of joggers/jumper to wear outside to keep them 

warm.  

Homework

Spellings will be going out on a Friday and tested 

the following Friday.  On Friday the children will also be 

given a page of their Maths homework book to 

complete, to be returned to school by the following 

Wednesday.  The children will have the opportunity to 

change their reading books twice a week. 

Thank you for your continued support with homework. 

Reading Race: This half term we will continue with our 

Reading Race.  This is where, if the children have been 

heard read 3 times in one week by an adult at home, 

they can move on in the race, there are prizes to be 

had!  Please make sure you sign their Reading Record to 

ensure they can move on and make sure that their 

Reading Race bookmark is with their Reading book.  

To help your child at home, you could:

· Read to and with your child.

• Can you break stories you read into opening, 

build up, dilemma, resolution and ending?

· Support them with homework

• A quiet room and no time pressure will help your 

child.

· Practise simple maths skills

• Times tables and division facts. 

• Reinforce number bonds to 10.

Advance notice: RE homework in week 2 is to bring in a 

photo of their baptism or of them at a baptism. Please 

label the photos so they can go back to the right 

child….we might not be able to figure out who is who if 

they were babies when baptised!

Thank you.
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